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useful things ; now that man best uses any thing, who
has the virtue attendant on it ; and consequently he will
use riches in the best manner who has the virtue conversant
in wealth 5 and this is the liberal man. But the use of
wealth seems to be the expenditure and giving of it; but the
accepting arid preserving it seems rather a possession : hence
it appears more the province of the liberal to give to those
whom he ought, than to receive whence he ought, and not
to receive whence he ought not,* for it is more the part
of virtue to benefit than be benefited, and mofe to perform
noble actions than not to perform mean actions. It re-
quires indeed no proof, that to benefit and to perform noble
actions attend upon giving; but that to be benefited or not to
do a base action attend upon receiving. And thanks [are
due] to the giver, not to him who does not receive ; to him
praise also is rather due. And again, the not receiving is
easier than giving $ for men less willingly dispose of their
own than they abstain from receiving what is another's*
And again, those who give are called liberal; but those
who do not receive, are praised, not for liberality, but just as
much for justice; but those who receive are not praised at
'.. all Bat of those who are loved for their virtue, the liberal
are beloved nearly in the highest degree ; for they are useful;
and this [use consists] in the giving. But actions according to
virtue are noble, and for the sake of the noble; and therefore
the liberal man will give for the sake of the noble, and give
rightly; for he will give to whom he ought, and how much,
and when, and all other [provisos] attendant on right giving -.
and that with pleasure, or without pain 5 for that which re-
lates to virtue is pleasant, or void of pain, but least of all
painful. But he who gives to those to whom it is not right,
or not for the sake of the noble, but for some other rea*-
son, shall not he denominate liberal, but some other cha-
racter,                  liberal who gives with pain; for he would
choose riches'in preference to a noble action; but this is not
the character of the liberal. Nor will he again receive whence
lie ought not; for such a receiving is not the mark of one who
does not value riches. Neither is he at all apt to ask favours;